LETTERS OP GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
They report that a large force is advancing down the New Market road, forces from Beauregard and Ewell under Gen.
EweU'                                              D. B. BIRNEY, M. G.   -
From General Butler
Hd. Qrs. Army of the James, Oct. 2nd, 1864. 1.10 P.M.
Maj. Gen. BIRNEY, Comd'g. 10 A. C.
DESPATCH received. If the enemy run your flank, refuse your right down towards the New Market Road, keeping Kautz well out on their flank, and so move as they move, shortening the line between the New Market and TCingsland Roads if it becomes necessary.
B. F. SUTLER, Maj. Gen'l. Comd'g.
From Mrs. Butler to General Butler
LOWELL, Oat. 2, '64, Sunday
DEAEEST: Amid all the cares of sickness, dress-making, packing, and the many unmentionable duties that constantly arise,'my thoughts still turn to you. What you are doing; what success you will meet with; what danger you may be exposed to. We do not know precisely where your forces are. Kautz has been within a mile and a half of Richmond. But there is not yet I think much expectation here, that we shall take it. I cannot help but be dissatisfied that we are still here. Yet must stay this week, or leave things unfinished. It does seem as though I never should get the house ready to close, the trunks packed, and the family started. Harriet is no better, she can do nothing to aid but of course requires attention. When we leave she will go to Mrs. Read's until she is better. And will then go on with Fisher or Webster whenever she is able. Johnny Kimball and his father have been here several times lately. Both are desirous that John should go out again. You know best if you want him. He aims at a place on the staff; you have several of his calibre, and I think he is very well-behaved, and a devout admirer of yours, but I have always urged for superior men, and do so still. If they cannot be had, he is as good as the average, You do not say anything about Hixon. I suppose have no place for him. The wardrobe is sent home; it fits the place admirably. If ever you return here to live, you will be pleased with its convenience; it is very nicely arranged for a gentleman's wardrobe. As you are now engaged, full of action and